SECT. .III.
OF   SARCOCOLL.
THIS substance has hitherto been confounded with the
gum resins, though its properties are very different. It
exudes spontaneously from the penaa sarcocolla ; a
shrub which is said by botanical writers to be indige-
nous in the north-eastern parts of Africa, Nothing
precise is known concerning the way in which it
exudes.
Sarcocoll is usually sold in the state of oblong glo- State.
bules from the size of a pea to that of a particle of sand.
Its colour is usually yellow ; and it has the semitrans-
parency and much of the appearance of gum arabic.
Bat some of the grains are reddish brown. Its smell
is peculiar, and not\unlike that of anise seed. When
carefully examined, four different substances may be
detected : The first, and by far the most abundant, is
pure sarcocoll: The second consists of small woody
fibres, and a soft yellowish white substance, not unlike
the covering of the seeds of some of the cruciform
plants : The third is a reddish brown substance appa-
rently earthy : And the fourth is only detected when
the sarcocoll is dissolved in water or alcohol. It then
appears in soft transparent tremulous masses like jelly.
The pure sarcocoll amounts to 0*8 of the whole.
When the sarcocoll is dissolved in alcohol or water,
and obtained again by evaporation, it loses its smelL
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